LORD SHIVA

Om Namah Shivaya






Lord Shiva’s Place in the Hindu Pantheon: The Hindu Trinity, which represents the three primary forms of the Supreme Godhead or Brahman, consists of Brahma (the Creator), Vishnu (the Preserver) and Shiva (the Destroyer).





Lord Shiva’s Family: Lord Shiva’s consort is Parvati (Shakti). His elder son is Lord Ganesh and His younger son is Lord Muruga (or Kartikeya)





Images of Lord Shiva: Lord Shiva is depicted in 3 main forms: (1) Shankar (Rudra) (2) Nataraja (3) Shivalinga





Symbolic Significance of the Shankar (Rudra) Form (can be seated or standing):


Jata (matted hair locks)  -  represents the concentrated universal nourishment in a potential state


Crescent moon  - (a) signifies that He has conquered time; He has no birthday; He has no parents; He was, He is, and He shall forever be  (b) also signifies that He has full control over His mind 


Ganga  -  eternal uninterrupted flow of a part of the universal nourishment for the body, mind & soul


3 eyes  -  represent the sun, moon and fire; the third (central) eye, the eye of wisdom, provides the all-seeing vision of Shiva


Vibhuti (3 lines of ash on forehead)  -  ash signifies that everything finally comes to an end; the 3 impurities – egoism, kama (action with expectation of fruit) & maya (illusion) or lust, greed & anger – need to be destroyed 


Ash applied all over His body  -  signifies His power to absorb the entire manifested universe onto Himself


Blue discolouration of His neck  -  shows quality of compassion (result of swallowing poison to save the universe)


Trishul (trident) in his right hand  -  signifies control of  the 3 gunas (satvic, rajasic & tamasic); He controls this universe through these gunas; he controls the past, present & future


Damru in his left hand  -  creates vibration & sound (sabda brahman or AUM) – origin of Sanskrit and all other languages; creates a universal resonant energy thereby producing the manifested universe out of the unmanifested reality


Yog danda  -  mystic staff; converts outflow of life currents into inflow of divine currents


Deer in hand – signifies control over the mind; the four legs of the deer refer to the 4 Vedas – He is the master of the Vedas


Serpents  -  all earthly material, gross & base, affects only the Jeevas but not Shiva on whom they are ornaments; he is fearless and immortal; also shows wisdom & eternity; Jeeva is a serpent who rests on Shiva


5-hooded serpent -  represents earth, water, fire, air & ether


Sits on a tiger skin  -  signifies control over lust which is represented by the tiger


Wears elephant skin -  signifies control over pride which is represented by the elephant


Nandi (bull)  -  represents dharma & satsang; also represents Omkar; the bull is the doorkeeper & the vehicle of Lord Shiva


Sword/axe  -  He destroys all evil in us, thus enabling us to reach Him


Garland of skulls  -  these are the skulls of His devotees; Shankar dwells in the cemeteries awaiting for everyone to come to Him, for death is the leveler; before Him no one is great or small; all is reduced to the final ash and He absorbs the ash











Symbolic Significance of the Nataraja (King of Dances) Form:


In this form He is constantly dancing gently; His gentle dance results in creation (Brahma), preservation (Vishnu) & destruction (Shankar). This in fact represents a cyclical regeneration of the universe.


The dance pose – represents a perpetual rhythmic vibration of the universal energy


Right Hand up  -  total state of Being (Nirgun – no form & no quality)) & Becoming (Saguna - manifestation)


Left Hand pointing down to His left leg  -  “Take refuge in Me, I shall protect you” 


Damru in right hand  -  energy manifesting  - vibration(sound) – creation


Fire in left hand  -  light & heat ; waves ; energy


Demon crushed under right foot (demon holding a cobra) -  crushing of all demoniacal forces & maya (illusion)


Serpents on his body are hissing showing that creation is in full force


36 deepams  -  manifestation of one Supreme into 36 tatvas; all are in Him and He is in all


The dance represents the scientific aspect of the universe; whole material universe is in constant vibration in perfect rhythm; signifies cosmic activity; entire material universe is nothing else but atoms pulsating & vibrating in perfect rhythm; we can witness His dance in the ocean waves, the mind, rotation of the planets, atoms, volcanic eruptions, floods, earthquakes, lightning & thunder


When Brahma’s night comes Nataraja dances vigorously & parlay (destruction) comes; everything is dissolved and He becomes Nirgun & Shakti becomes passive & there is silence. When He breaks his silence Shakti becomes active & she starts to dance on his chest and creation starts








Significance of the Shivalinga Form:


Linga means ‘mark’ or ‘symbol’.So Shivalinga means symbol of Shiva.


Shiva is formless but all forms are his. The Shivalinga signifies that ‘I am one without a second’.


The Shivalinga has 3 parts – the base refers to Brahma, the middle portion refers to Vishnu and the topmost part is Shiva. The Rishis depict the Nirgun aspect of Shiva as a circle. In a circle every point in the circle is the beginning , middle and the end. Every effect is the preceding cause of the following effect and the following cause of the preceding effect. Sometimes this can be represented by a simple dot. It is Being (Shiva Unmanifested).


The upper part of the Shivalinga which arises from the circle is elliptical representing Becoming (Creation Manifested). The orbits of the planets, solar systems, galaxies and atoms are all elliptical. Even space is curved. Spaceships follow an elliptical path. So the Rishis decided to give this universal shape to the Supreme Shiva. It is a symbol of  the Supreme in its transcendental and immanent aspects of being and becoming (unmanifested & manifested states)  








