THE HINDU CONCEPT OF GOD

Is there a God?

If we think deeply and ponder over all that is going on around us, even the most sceptical of us will be struck with awe and wonder, and will admit the existence of some unseen Force or Energy that is responsible for the intricately organised system of things in the Universe. This supreme Force or Energy is what we call GOD.

The Hindu God

According to Hindu belief, there is only one God and this God is impersonal and abstract but can manifest as and be perceived and worshipped through different personal concretised forms or deities. 

God can be defined as the sum total of all the soul in the Universe plus the sum total of all the energy in the Universe. God is that from which all beings came (Creator = Brahma) , that which sustains all beings (Preserver = Vishnu ) and that to which all beings shall go back (Destroyer = Shiva). AUM is the audio (or sound ) manifestation of God. 

The Impersonal  (Nirguna) God or BRAHMAN  

The Impersonal God has no form or qualities and is beyond all description. The following is a simplified diagrammatic representation of this Impersonal God:




The Personal (Saguna) God or ISHWARA (BHAGAWAN)

The Impersonal God would be inaccessible and incomprehensible to all except a few who are in a very advanced state of God-realisation . But if this one God is pictured or viewed by utilising the physical facilities available, He then takes on the form of the Personal God who is more readily accessible and possesses all the divine qualities. The Personal God can have multiple forms to cater for the spiritual needs of different people. The Hindu deities act as tools or icons to focus concentration on God and they constitute the Hindu Pantheon. 

The Hindu Pantheon  

When the Impersonal God is pictured and viewed with the physical facilities made available by Him, a single image is insufficient to represent or reveal God’s form completely. A single image would not do justice to the infinite range of possibilities that are inherent in the Formless Absolute. There is also no single image of god that can cater for the spiritual needs of every devotee.

Hinduism provides a comprehensive Pantheon which represents the various aspects of the one and only one Reality. This Pantheon is a real advantage for all aspirants of spiritual fulfillment. Any suggestion that Hinduism is a polytheist religion is based on a misunderstanding of the logic behind the Hindu Pantheon.

The Hindu Pantheon comprises the following:

· The Trinity, consisting of Brahma the Creator, Vishnu the Preserver and Shiva the Destroyer, together with their consorts Saraswati, Lakshmi and Parvati respectively

· The minor deities  like Ganesha,  Subramanya and the Navagrahas

· The Vedic deities (of which there are a total of 33) e.g. Indra, Varuna, Agni

· The Avataras (incarnations) 

The Avataras (Incarnations)

An Avatara is an incarnation of God on earth to aid the spiritual ascent of man. The Impersonal God can manifest physically from time to time for the destruction of evil, for the upliftment of good, for the establishment of Dharma and to serve as a beacon for mankind. It is Vishnu, the Preserver, who appears as an Avatara as and when circumstances necessitate. The popularly accepted Avataras, in order of appearance, are:

(1) Matsya (fish)  (2) Kurma (tortoise)  (3) Varaha (boar)  (4) Narasimha (man-lion)  (5) Vamana (dwarf)  (6) Parasurama  (7) Rama  (8) Krishna   
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